To: Alanna Simpson
(alanna_simpson@cortezmasto.senate.gov)[alanna_simpson@cortezmasto.senate.gov]; Block, Gillian
(Cortez Masto)[Gillian_Block@cortezmasto.senate.govl; Javier Rivera-Rojas (javier_rivera-
rojas@cortezmasto.senate.gov)fjavier_rivera-rojas@cortezmasto.senate.govl; Kerry Durmick
(kerry_durmick@cortezmasto.senate.gov)kerry_durmick@cortezmasto.senate.gov]; Laura Hatalsky
(laura_hatalsky@cortezmasto.senate.gov)[laura_hatalsky@cortezmasto.senate.gov]; Maritza Rodriguez
(maritza_rodriguez@cortezmasto.senate.gov)[maritza_rodriguez@cortezmasto.senate.gov}; Miguel
Davila (miguel_davila@cortezmasto.senate.gov)[miguel_davila@cortezmasto.senate.gov]; Reynaldo
Benitez (reynaldo_benitez@cortezmasto.senate.gov)[reynaldo_benitez@cortezmasto.senate.govl; Scott
Fairchild (scott_fairchild@cortezmasto.senate.gov)[scott_fairchild@cortezmasto.senate.govl; Zach
Zaragoza (zach_zaragoza@cortezmasto.senate.gov){zach_zaragoza@cortezmasto.senate.gov];
andrew_lingenfelter@heller.senate.goviandrew_lingenfelter@heller.senate.gov]; Andrew Williams
(Andrew_Williams@heller.senate.gov){Andrew_Williams@heller.senate.govl; Ashiey Jonkey
(ashley_jonkey@helier.senate.gov){ashley_jonkey@heller.senate.govl;
jack_finn@heiler.senate.govfjack_finn@heller.senate.govl; Sarah Paul
(sarah_paul@heiler.senate.gov)[sarah_paul@heller.senate.govl; Stephen Sifuentes
(Stephen_sifuentes@heller.senate.gov)[Stephen_sifuentes@heller.senate.gov]; Ben Rosenbaum
(ben.rosenbaum@mail.house.gov)[ben.rosenbaum@mail.house.govl; Elizabeth Decker
(elizabeth.decker@mail.house.gov)[elizabeth.decker@mail.nouse.govl;
mike.naft@mail.house.govimike.naft@mail.house.govl; Arturo Garzon
(arturo.garzon@mail.house.gov)[arturo.garzon@mail.house.govl;
bruce.miller@mail.house.gov[bruce.miller@mail.house.govi;
jason.riederer@mail.house.govijason.riederer@mail.house.govl; Martin Paris
(martin.paris@mail.house.gov)[martin.paris@mail.house.gov};
stacy.parobek@mail.house.govistacy.parobek@mail.house.gov]}

Cc: PerezSullivan, Margot[PerezSullivan.Margot@epa.gov]; Maier, Brent{Maier.Brent@epa.gov};
Glenn, William[Glenn.William@epa.gov]
From: Higuchi, Dean

Sent: Fri 9/29/2017 7:13:56 PM
Subject: U.S. EPA News Release - EPA, Nevada require North Las Vegas to protect local waters

Dear Colleagues:
The following press release is being issued today by the EPA Region IX press office. If

you have questions or need any additional information, please give me or Brent Maier
(who is back in the office on Monday) 415-947-4256 a call.

For Immediate Release: September 29, 2017

Media Contact: Margot Perez-Sullivan, 415-947-4149, perezsullivan.margot@epa.gov

Monica Moazez, 702-486-0657, MMoazez@ag.nv.gov

EPA, Nevada require North Las Vegas to protect local waters
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SAN FRANCISCO - The U .S. Department of Justice, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) have reached an
agreement with the City of North Las Vegas to resolve alleged Clean Water Act violations in its
pretreatment program. The agreement requires the City to establish pretreatment requirements
for industrial pollutants to better protect downstream waters.

EPA and NDEP discovered the violations of the City’s wastewater permit during a 2014
mspection and issued an administrative order to put the City on a path to compliance. The City
will comply with the requirements in its Clean Water Act permit and EPA’s general pretreatment
regulations. The North Las Vegas wastewater treatment plant discharges into the Las Vegas
Wash, which flows into Lake Mead.

“Pretreatment of industrial wastewater protects the City’s infrastructure and downstream
waters,” said Patrick Traylor, EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the EPA’s Office of
Enforcement and Compliance Assurance. “Under the agreement, the Las Vegas Wash and Lake
Mead will benefit from this investment in clean water.”

“Water is among Nevada’s most precious resources, which my office has a long history of
fighting to protect,” said Nevada Attorney General Adam Laxalt. “Ensuring the proper treatment
of waste water that flows to Southern Nevada’s drinking supply is a paramount concern. This
consent decree demonstrates my commitment to work with the EPA and the City of North Las
Vegas to ensure protection of our water quality.”

“Compliance with industrial wastewater pretreatment program requirements is critical to protect
human health and the environment,” said Greg Lovato, Administrator of the Nevada Division of
Environmental Protection. “The NDEP will continue to assist the City of North Vegas in their
implementation of a comprehensive program.”

The agreement resolves a Clean Water Act case which identified deficiencies in the City’s
wastewater system that left its treatment plant vulnerable to toxic pollutants from industrial
wastewater discharges. Without industrial pretreatment requirements, industrial pollutants can
disrupt the function of a treatment plant or pass through it untreated, putting plant workers at risk
and harming nearby waterways.
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Under the proposed agreement, North Las Vegas will develop, fund and implement an industrial
pretreatment program. Locally administered pretreatment requirements and inspections are the
first and best line of defense against industrial pollutants that may contaminate sewage sludge,
interfere with treatment and expose communities to potential hazards.

As part of the proposed settlement, North Las Vegas will pay a penalty of $192,500 each to the
State of Nevada and the federal government.

The consent decree for this settlement was lodged in the federal district court by the U.S.
Department of Justice and 1s subject to a 30-day public comment period and final court approval.
A copy of the decree will be available on the Department of Justice website at:
https://www.justice.gov/enrd/consent-decrees

For more information on National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits, please visit:
http://www epa.gov/region9/water/npdes

i

Regards,

Dean Higuchi
Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs
US EPA, Region 9, Hawaii Office

higuchi.dean@ecpa.gov

808-541-2711
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EPA, Nevada require North Las Vegas to protect local waters

SAN FRANCISCO - The U.S. Department of Justice, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) have reached an
agreement with the City of North Las Vegas to resolve alleged Clean Water Act violations in its
pretreatment program. The agreement requires the City to establish pretreatment requirements
for industrial pollutants to better protect downstream waters.

EPA and NDEP discovered the violations of the City’s wastewater permit during a 2014
ispection and issued an administrative order to put the City on a path to compliance. The City
will comply with the requirements in its Clean Water Act permit and EPA’s general pretreatment
regulations. The North Las Vegas wastewater treatment plant discharges into the Las Vegas
Wash, which flows into Lake Mead.

“Pretreatment of industrial wastewater protects the City’s infrastructure and downstream
waters,” said Patrick Traylor, EPA’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the EPA’s Office of
Enforcement and Compliance Assurance. “Under the agreement, the Las Vegas Wash and Lake
Mead will benefit from this investment in clean water.”

“Water is among Nevada’s most precious resources, which my office has a long history of
fighting to protect,” said Attorney General Adam Laxalt. “Ensuring the proper treatment of
waste water that flows to Southern Nevada’s drinking supply is a paramount concern. This
consent decree demonstrates my commitment to work with the EPA and the City of North Las
Vegas to ensure protection of our water quality.”

The agreement resolves a Clean Water Act case which identified deficiencies in the City’s
wastewater system that left its treatment plant vulnerable to toxic pollutants from industrial
wastewater discharges. Without industrial pretreatment requirements, industrial pollutants can
disrupt the function of a treatment plant or pass through it untreated, putting plant workers at risk
and harming nearby waterways.
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Under the proposed agreement, North Las Vegas will develop, fund and implement an industrial
pretreatment program. Locally administered pretreatment requirements and inspections are the
first and best line of defense against industrial pollutants that may contaminate sewage sludge,
interfere with treatment and expose communities to potential hazards.

As part of the proposed settlement, North Las Vegas will pay a penalty of $192,500 each to the
State of Nevada and the federal government.

The consent decree for this settlement was lodged in the federal district court by the U.S.
Department of Justice and 1s subject to a 30-day public comment period and final court approval.
A copy of the decree will be available on the Department of Justice website at:
https://www.justice.gov/enrd/consent-decrees

For more information on National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits, please visit:
http://www epa.gov/region9/water/npdes/index html
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